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OPCW-UN Joint Mission in Syria 
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Support to the UN investigation 

 In cases of alleged CW use in States not Party or 

on territory not controlled by a SP: 

 OPCW “shall closely cooperate” with the UNSG 

 If requested, OPCW “shall put its resources at the 

disposal” of the UNSG 

 On 21 March 2013, UNSG decided to conduct an 

investigation upon a Syrian request 

 Also subsequently received investigation requests from 

France and UK 

 UNSG appointed Åke Sellström from Sweden as head 

of mission 
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 Cargo ships from 

Norway & Denmark 

 Naval escorts from 

China, Denmark, 

Norway, Russia & UK 

 FDHS on board US 

ship 

 Some chemicals to 

be destroyed in UK 

 Some effluent from 

FDHS to be destroyed 

in Germany 

 OPCW commercial 

tender process for 

remaining chemicals 

& effluent 
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2015 to 2016 

 27 CWPFs were declared by Syria.  

 24 have been verified as destroyed by OPCW.  

 1 CWPF remains to be destroyed.  

 8 mobile units were verified as destroyed.  

 The OPCW Mission in Syria continues in 2016 for:  

 Declaration Assessment Team mission 

 Para. 2(d) inspections 

 FFM 

 Annual check of 5 destroyed CWPFs (tunnels) 
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OPCW Fact-Finding Missions 

  FFM was established by the DG in April 2014 

 In 2014, the FFM released 3 reports, which concluded 

“with a high degree of confidence” that chlorine had been 

used repeatedly and systematically as a weapon in 3 

villages in Syria 

 On 4 Feb 2015, the EC in its Decision EC-M-48/Dec. 1 

expressed support for the continuation of the FFM in 

particular by studying all information relating to the 

allegations of use of CW in Syria 

 On 6 March 2015, the UNSC adopted Res. 2209 (2015), 

which expressed support for the EC decision to continue 

the work of the FFM. 
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OPCW Fact-Finding Missions 
 On 29 October 2015, the FFM issued reports that concluded: 

  “with utmost confidence” that sulphur mustard had been used in Marea in 

August 2015.  

 “sufficient facts were collected to conclude that incidents in Idlib between 

March and May 2015  likely involved the use of a toxic chemical as a 

weapon” (probably chlorine) 

 Soldiers may have  been exposed to some kind of non-persistent, airborne 

irritant – no clear implication of a specific chemical in Jober on 29 August 

2014 

 On 17  December 2015, the FFM issued a report that concluded:  

 Soldiers may have been exposed to some type of persistent, airborne 

irritant – no specific chemical implicated – Jober, 29 August 2015, Al-

Maliha on 16 April 2014 and 11 July 2014, Al Kabbas on 10 September 

2014,  and Nubel and Al-Zahraa on 8 January 2015 

 High degree of probability that some soldiers were exposed to sarin or a 

sarin-like substance. But FFM not able to link the blood samples to this 

particular incident or to determine how, when or in what circumstances 

the exposure occurred – related to Darayya on 15 February 2015.  
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OPCW-UN Joint Investigative Mechanism   

 April and May 2015 – reports in the media and by Human Rights Watch of use of barrel 

bombs with toxic chemicals in Idlib province, Syria 

 Security Council views video of victims in hospital – 16 April 2015 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 On 7 August 2015, the UNSC adopted Res. 2235 (2015) that established an OPCW-UN 

Joint Investigative Mechanism to “identify to the greatest extent feasible individuals, 

entities, groups, or governments who were perpetrators, organisers, sponsors or 

otherwise involved in the use of chemicals as weapons, including chlorine or any other 

toxic chemical in the Syrian Arab Republic where the OPCW FFM determines or has 

determined that a specific incident in the Syrian Arab Republic involved or likely involved 

the use of chemicals as weapons…” 

 
10 



Working together for a world free of chemical weapons 

www.opcw.org 

Lessons Learned for the future?  

 Find the right mix of technical, legal, diplomatic 

and political skills 

 Maintain institutional competence 

 Rely on the Convention, but use the EC’s mandate 

and SC authorisation 

 Mission was based on the application of the CWC  

 Question of whether a SC resolution is needed to 

transfer CW for destruction purposes.  
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Lessons Learned for the future?  

 Verification challenges  

 finding a correct balance between immediate needs to 

render inoperable the chemical weapons in Syria and 

the requirement to ensure that the convention’s 

standard of verification of compliance were met.  

 Partnerships and stakeholder relations 

 essential for the OPCW to further develop partnerships 

with UN, other international organizations, and States 

Parties  
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Lessons Learned for the future?  

 How can the CWC adapt to future challenges 

 Role of interpretation 

 Implementation  

 Article XV Amendments and Changes  

 Protocol  

 Modification 
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Conclusions 


